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Greetings from Okauchee Lake Management 
District Chairperson Carol Wilson 

Spraying Permit Information 

The OLMD is in the process of obtaining a permit from the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources to apply herbicides for the control of the 

aquatic plants in Okauchee Lake for the 2020 season.  A copy of this 

application is available for your review at www.olmd.org.  Any questions you 

may have can be directed to Dennis Johnson at 414-828-5461 or 

info@olmd.org.  This Notice is required under Chapter NR 107 of the WI 

Administrative Code.   

No matter what happens in the 

world Okauchee Lake is always 

there to enjoy.  We can get out on 

the lake and forget our troubles or 

just enjoy the natural beauty that 

surrounds us daily.  Remember, 

during these times to use the lake 

responsibly and safely.   

Starry Stonewort, a new aquatic 

invasive species, was found in 

Okauchee Lake last summer.  

Treatments are taking place in the 

lake this summer. Please see the 

information on page 4 in this 

newsletter to stay updated.  If you 

see weed operations while out on 

the lake, please steer clear.   

On behalf of OLMD 

Commissioners, Secretary Tom 

Godar, Lake Operations Liaison 

Dennis Johnson, Treasurer Dee 

Schriver, and Town of 

Oconomowoc Representative 

Bruce Mueller, thank you for your 

continued support. Until we can all 

get together again, take care of 

yourselves.   

Wishing you a safe & happy 

summer!  

Carol Wilson 
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Goose Round-Up 
 The District will cooperate with the USDA Fish and Wildlife Service to round up non-migratory 

Canadian Geese on Okauchee Lake in 2020.  The Goose Round-Up will take place in mid-June when 
the birds are flightless. 

In order for this project to move forward, we need your consent.  We are required to have your 
consent to access your property before the Round-Up.  Once you provide consent, you are no long-

er required to complete it annually.  IF YOU SUBMITTED THE CONSENT FORM TO THE OLMD AFTER 
2012,  YOU  DO NOT NEED TO FILL OUT THE FORM  EACH YEAR.  IF YOU HAVE NOT COMPLETED THE CON-

SENT FORM SINCE 2012, PLEASE RETURN THE COMPLETED GOOSE ROUND-UP CONSENT FORM BELOW BY 
JUNE 10, 2020. 

 
Return the consent form to:  

OLMD 
P.O. BOX 526 

Okauchee, WI  53069   

This form can also be completed online.  To do so, please visit our website, www.olmd.org and 
click on “Forms”. 

We need to know where the geese hang out!  Please let us know where you have seen geese by 
calling the OLMD office at 262-966-0286 or emailing us at info@olmd.org.   

Permission for Entry to Property for Goose Round-Up 

I authorize representatives from the United States Department of Agriculture—Wildlife Services and 

the Okauchee Lake Management District (OLMD) to access the property/properties listed below for 

the purposes of goose round-up.  Decisions on goose management will be made on an annual basis.   

This permission form has no expiration date and remains in effect unless you request to be 

removed from the approved site list.  Please contact the OLMD by calling its office at 262-966-0286 or 

by emailing info@olmd.org if you wish to be removed from the list, have problems with geese on your 

property, know of a nest, or have any questions or concerns.  Thank you for your assistance! 

 

Printed Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Full Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Signature (Mandatory):  _________________________________________________________ 

 

Please return this form as soon as possible, no later than June 15. 
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The muskrat trapping for this spring started at the beginning of April 
and will continue into mid-May.  The number of muskrats in the lake 
have steadily declined since the trapping program started two years ago.  
Although if there is one burrowing in your shoreline that is still most 
likely one too many! Should you see muskrat activity along your 
shoreline and want them removed, contact Arnold Groehler directly at 
262-490-9363 or by emailing him at jmgroehler@aol.com.  

If you see muskrats swimming along your shoreline, especially if they 
use the same location, please mark that spot with some flagging. This 
indicates an active burrow. Once muskrats are removed it is important to 
dig up the burrows and repair the damage, otherwise new muskrats will 
arrive and move in to that burrow. The burrows need to be completely 
dug up, filled in with stone, and re-seeded. Place rocks in the entrance to 
the burrows under your sea wall. If you have any questions on how to 
do this, please give Arnold a call. 

 

Muskrat Control Program Update by Arnold Groehler 

 

• Underwater obsta-
cles, such as boat 
tracks, ramps, raft 
chains, etc. must be 
marked with a clearly 
visible buoy.  These 
are unsafe for em-
ployees and equipment.  If unmarked, these obstacles 
would prevent us from cutting in your area and could 
cause harm or damage to people and equipment! 

• Placement of personal buoys may affect the ability to 
cut weeds in that area. 

• Do not swim near or around equipment. If you swim 
between piers, we cannot cut in your area until you 
exit the  water. 

• Keep boats/wave runners at least 150 ft. from equip-
ment at all times!  We cannot change direction easily 
to avoid you. 

• If passing equipment, please do so without a wake.    
A wake can cause operators to lose control of equip-
ment! 

 

OLMD Weed Cutting Soon Underway!  
Please Keep Everyone Safe! 

Arnold trapping muskrats at Horicon 
Marsh this past winter.  

Lots of muskrats! 

 

OLMD Barging Policy 

It is the OLMD policy regarding collection of aquatic 

plants from landowners that all plants for pick up MUST be 

placed on the end of the pier. This placement facilitates pick 

up, avoids damage to the hull of the barge on shoreline 

obstructions (i.e., rocks) and allows employees to safely 

transfer the plant material to the barge.  OLMD employees 

will not be allowed to risk their safety and personal injury to 

traverse rocky shoreline areas while carrying pitchforks to 

retrieve the weeds.  It is imperative that the plants be 

placed on the end of the pier for pick-up. 

Plants will be picked up during the week from piers in 

the sections being cut on a particular day and every 

Monday and Friday, weather permitting.  Please check the 

OLMD website home page (www.olmd.org) frequently to 

review the updated cutting schedule. 

Plants must be free of any trash, such as cans, tree limbs, 

leaves, etc., because the farmers who receive the plant 

material will not accept anything except plants.  

In the rare event plants must be on the shoreline, they 

must be in one pile in a location allowing the employees to 

easily transfer the plants directly to the barge.  Please note 

that adequate space is required between piers, boat-lifts, 

etc. to safely maneuver the barge to the pick-up point (20 

feet minimum).  If, in the opinion of the foreman (and after 

discussion with the riparian owner), these conditions are 

not met, the Commission’s policy is to refuse pick up of 

plant material until the above conditions have been met.   

If you have any questions, please call 262-966-0286. 

A REQUEST FROM OLMD  

CHAIR CAROL WILSON: 

 I have been lucky enough to 
have lived on Okauchee Lake my 
entire life. Because of this, I am inter-
ested in creating a book comprised 
of historical information, anecdotes and pictures about 
Okauchee Lake. I am looking for other history buffs!  If you 
have any information, would be interested in meeting with 
me to discuss memories, or provide assistance in this pro-
ject, please contact me directly at 262-367-7363 and leave a 

message. 
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Starry Stonewort Found In Okauchee Lake! 
What You Need To Know  

Starry Stonewort Found In Okauchee Lake 
 

As most of you know, the newest invasive aquatic 
species, Starry Stonewort, was discovered in 
Okauchee Lake in late summer of 2019. Starry 
Stonewort is a very troublesome invasive plant. It 
grows to the surface in shallow areas in very dense 
concentrations making boat traffic and swimming 
extremely difficult. It chokes off other native species 
and may negatively affect fish habitat.  It has now 
been discovered in more than 10 Wisconsin lakes 
and in several other states. 

 

How Has The OLMD Board Been Dealing With 
Starry Stonewort? 
 

The OLMD Board has been hard at work 
researching options, consulting with our marine 
biologist and other experts,  contacting other lake 
districts and the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources (WDNR) to develop an effective treatment 
to control this aquatic invasive species. Currently, 
there is no path to eradication, and lakes in this state 
and around the country have been struggling to 
define the most effective treatment. 
 

What’s Happening In 2020?  
 

The OLMD Board has worked with the WDNR to 
select a treatment option, and the DNR has made a 
grant available to lessen the cost of treatment. The 
OLMD has applied for and will be receiving the grant 
in the next 30 days. The grant is a 75%-25% grant, 
which means the WDNR will provide 75% of the 
funds, up to a maximum of $20,000.   
 

Treatment Locations 
 

Treatment involves placing a curtain around an 
area of Starry Stonewort, and chemically treating in 
that containment area, followed by divers 
conducting hand treatment as the last step.   
Discovered stands of Starry Stonewort are currently 
located south of the bridge near Foolery’s and in 
front of the Golden Mast, adjacent to the boat 
launch. The area in front of the Golden Mast is the 
larger of the two areas and will be targeted in the 
first round of treatment. The OLMD will continue to 
push for treatment to begin as soon as it might be 
effective, with a target date (hopefully) in early June.  
Treatment will take approximately eight days.  During 
that time, the Starry Stonewort will be curtained off 

and boat traffic will be prevented in that area for the 
duration of the treatment period.  Please be aware of 
these treatment areas and steer clear! 
 

What Should You Do? 
 

It is imperative that all riparian owners and 
recreational boaters practice WDNR Clean Boat, 
Clean Waters guidelines (please see Clean Watercraft 
& Trailers To Avoid Spreading Aquatic Invasive 

Species!-page 5) to stop the spread of this invasive 

species.  In addition, the WDNR website has 
information on best practices 
(https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/disinfection.html). 
Please continue to monitor the OLMD website for  
current information about information related to 
Starry Stonewort in Okauchee Lake.  

The OLMD encourages you and others to take 
the steps necessary to prevent further spread of 
Starry Stonewort in Okauchee Lake and other waters. 

Starry Stonewort  

Starry Stonewort bulbils are produced in the lake sediment and 
spread Starry Stonewort. 

 

Photo Courtesy of Paul Skawinski 
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Police Report 

Date:  Saturday, July 4, 2020 

Time:  9:30 p.m., approximately 

Location:   In Front Of The Golden 
Mast Restaurant On 
Okauchee Lake 

This year has been difficult; however, 

we’ve shown we can come together 

during difficult times. As we return to 

normal, we happily anticipate coming 

together this summer to celebrate our 

Okauchee community, our continued 

success in battling COVID19 and our 

country’s independence! 

If you can donate, please send 

your donation to : 

Okauchee Lake Fireworks Fund  

c/o Monica Pakalski 

W353N6220 Marina Drive 

Oconomowoc, WI  53066 

Online donations are accepted at 

www.okaucheelakefireworks.com 

or venmo@OkaucheeLake-

FireworksFund. 

 

Okauchee Lake Independence Day Celebration Fireworks  

Clean Watercraft & Trailers To Avoid 
Spreading Aquatic Invasive Species!  

As you are aware, Starry Stonewort, an aquatic 

invasive species, was discovered in Okauchee Lake  

in 2019.  It can be transported on boats, trailers, 

personal watercraft and even travels in live wells!  

Anywhere water can be trapped, aquatic invasive 

hitchhikers can be found also.  For this reason,  

please clean your watercraft and trailers with the 

following in mind when moving your watercraft in  

or out of the lake.  It’s the law. 

The following information was provided by the 

Town of Oconomowoc Police Department at the 

August 26, 2019 Annual Meeting.  Town Police 

patrol Okauchee Lake on a part-time basis from the 

first weekend in May through Labor Day and 

beyond.  Officer Williams reported the following: 

 Total patrol hours:  529 
 Citations:  125 
 Warnings:  461 

 Boater Safety Class : 0 (due to lack of students) 

During the 2019 Tie-Up, the DNR, Waukesha 

County Sheriff’s Department, Town of Oconomowoc 

and the Town of Merton provided boat patrols.  

There were two Boat Tie-Up related OWI arrests 

made this year.  Please continue to use safe boating 

practices.  

There is a Facebook page titled “It Floated Away 

on Okauchee” where people post lost and found 

items to be retrieved.  Check it out! 

Our fireworks display is paid for by donations from friends of Okauchee Lake, residents and 

businesses.  Now more than ever, we recognize the importance of family and community.   

100% of your donation goes directly to the Fireworks Fund! 

Before launching and before leaving YOU MUST:

PENALTIES MAY EXCEED $2000

*Limited exceptions apply. Visit WWW.DNR.WI.GOV and search for  “BAIT LAWS.”

3  INSPECT boats, trailers, and equipment.

3  REMOVE all attached aquatic plants and animals.

3  DRAIN all water from boats, vehicles, and equipment.

3  NEVER MOVE plants or live fish away from a waterbody.*

Prevent the SPread Of

invaSive SPecieS

STOP AQUATIC HITCHHIKERS!
Prevent the spread of invasive species, it’s the law

it’S the LaW



 Carol Wilson Chairperson/County Rep.  262-367-7363  

 Tom Godar Secretary 608-577-9235 /Thomas.Godar@huschblackwell.com  

 Dee Schriver Treasurer 262-560-1487/dschriver@aol.com 

 Dennis Johnson Lake Operations 414-828-5461/mej2548@yahoo.com 

 Bruce Mueller Town Representative 414-704-5420/bruceTRC@wi.rr.com  

District Meetings 

Okauchee Lake Management District meetings are held the second Monday of every month from April 

through October at 7 p.m. at the Town of Oconomowoc Town Hall located at the junction of Brown 

Street and CTH K.  Check the website at www.olmd.org for agendas, minutes and updates.  Please reserve 

the date of August 31, 2020 on your calendar for the Annual Meeting!  All are welcome to attend.   

We hope to see you soon! 

Commissioners 

PO Box 526 

Okauchee, WI  53069 

www.olmd.org 

Okauchee Lake Management District 

IMPORTANT 

INFORMATION 

INSIDE! 


